Resolution Regarding Popular Education, International Law and Support For A “Truth and Reconciliation” Commission on and for Amnesty for U.S. Political Prisoners, Prisoners of War, and Political Exiles
 

TO THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE ON WINNING AMNESTY FOR U. S. POLITICAL PRISONERS,            PRISONERS OF WAR, AND EXILES  




       Dr. Mutulu  Shakur, Atlanta Federal Prison, Atlanta, Georgia, February, 2002

Naturally, the impulse to fight injustice should be as strong as our will to breathe.  My only conceivable response to this historic conference is a prayer of thanksgiving that at long last the struggle of imprisoned U.S. Freedom Fighters will be given voice; hopefully a strong voice.

While I am awed at the immeasurable gift of being heard, I am also more than normally concerned that the issue be fully understood and all of its ramifications studied.   In following the road of struggle, there is no path of least resistance.  Without either desperation or hysteria, I will attempt to outline an overview of the current (and past) situation concerning the status of confined U.S. Freedom Fighters.

First, it is imperative that the self-righteous bluster of the United States be acknowledged.  Despite the incarceration of countless Freedom Fighters, it has attributed the status of a “Prisoner of War”  to only one person in its custody, General Manuel Noreiga, former president of Panama.  No one else has been accorded that recognition and after decades of legal protest, the U.S., acting in its own self-interest continues to refuse to recognize any of the other prisoners of war it holds in custody.  It is this type of national cynicism that must be defeated if the U.S. is ever going to ease up on its brutal insensitivity to Freedom Fighters.

Second, with all due respect, if this Conference and any attendant investigation are to be successful, it must note that COINTELPRO was a political/military strategy that depended on the U.S. government for its survival and further that its illegal actions deliberately circumvented the rights of Freedom Fighters in this country.  COINTELPRO was also designed to prevent people of color from receiving fundamental human rights in the United States. It is this type of belligerence, low-intensity warfare, that the Freedom Fighters were at war at all times.  For this reason, the Conference must emphatically reject the notion that U.S. Freedom Fighters and the U.S, government were not engaged in a state of war during the 60's and 70's and 80's.

 In America, organizations such as the Republic of New Afrika, Black Panther Party, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), African Blood Brotherhood, and other networks were used as springboards to resist both the overt, and covet acts of  government. Though at times, the resistance took the form of armed conflict, the motive of the Freedom Fighters was, at all times, political.

After the capture of these Freedom Fighters, they were subjected to criminal trials. Although the evidence indicated that they were political prisoners and should have been accorded the dignity of Prisoner of War (POW) status.

Proposal For A Resolution Regarding Popular Education on lnternational Law and Support For A “Truth and Reconciliation” Hearing for Amnesty for U.S. Political Prisoners, Prisoners of War, and Political Exiles  Dr.  Mutulu Shakur and Gibran Ali to the National Council For Black Studies, March 22, 2003 and, with  modification to fit the occasion,  to the Global Pan-African Reparations Conference by Efia Nwangaza,Esquire,Accra, Ghana, July     , 2006.  





We propose that the Global Pan-African Reparations Conference* adopt the following resolutions:








The quality and nature of the struggle waged in the United States by Black people must be viewed in historical context.  First, it must be recognized that we were brought here against our will, thereby making us, en masse, political prisoners.


Second, the initial law of this country, the Constitution and Bill of Rights, did nothing to change this status.  They stated that the laws of inclusion did not apply to us and we have essentially remained outside to the present.  This lack of legal parity has demanded that our struggle develop from one of civil rights to human rights.  

We must always look at our situation differently from those who have been included in “American Society.”  Ours has been a continuous struggle starting with the capture, the Middle Passage, revolts of the enslaved and of each successive generation of revolutionaries. The Black Freedom Fighters who resisted militarily in the 1960s, '70s and '80’s follow in the tradition of Denmark Vessey, Nat Turner, and Malcolm X.

“Their struggle, our struggle, is similar to that of other peoples in the world striving for human rights and self determination. Today, these world struggles are gaining legal recognition and protection in the growing body of international law vitalized by the Third World. Part of our task now is to have the International Law and international community recognize and protect the just struggle of Black Freedom Fighters within the United States." -Dr. John Henrik Clark, Hunter College, 1990

       In the March, 2003 edition of Nation Time newspaper, Imari Abubakari Obadele stated, “Yet at least 100 people who burn for peace like us-who have fought for our new and better world, are languishing in prison, some for decades -too polite to ask us why in the hell don't you break in here and get us out! There is work to be done, still involving war. Let us bind together and do it, wisely and successfully!”
Traditional U.S. government disrespect for International Law hardened following 9-11.  This is evident in its declassification of prisoners captured in it's war on Afghanistan. This revisionist manipulation of the law regarding captured fighters galvanized international observers to question the unilateralist arrogance of the United States.
The pre 9-11 struggle for self determination of Black/ New Afrikan  people is a conflict with International Implications; reparations, exile, and foreign policy that still demands just resolution. It is imperative that a full review and study be began to memorialize the justification for and various battles waged to give proper status to the attendant Freedom Fighters.  Further, International Law must be reaffirmed so that the struggle for self determination of New African Nation and its people’s desires are respected and the difference between terrorist tactics and the battles waged between the super power is distinguished.

We ask the attendees of  the Global Pan-African Reparations Conference to integrate into their definition of reparations a  serious concentration of study and research that will present the law and social justification and requirement for the freedom of  Freedom Fighters in exile, Prisoners of War, Political Prisoners, and Anti Imperialist National Freedom Fighters in the United States.

Thank you for your consideration and review of the following over-view.  It was prepared for the Tear Down the Wall conference in Cuba in August 2001, regarding international support of the Liberation Movement to demand release of Black / New Afrika and Anti imperialist Freedom Fighters in the U.S. and after the President Bill Clinton pardon of our Puerto Rican comrades.  His pardon granted similar status and recognition to these comrades and by extension, all U.S. political prisoners, prisoners of war, and exiles.  
             The international community must understand that our military 

 response has, of  necessity, been mainly defensive. We understand that an out-gunned, small revolutionary force will not lose every battle to a massively greater force. That is a lesson of Vietnam, but the international community must publicly show a greater understanding of the requirements of our struggle in the United States, noted Imari Abubakari Obadele in March, 2003,  Nation Time, the paper of record for the U.S. Black Independence Movement.

            When most “Americans” hear the word "Political Prisoner", 

more than likely, they will stare blankly, not making the connection that such people actually exist in this country. This is due, in part, to the government’s sustained efforts to deny both the legal and physical presence of a group of people confined due to their political views, subjects of a massive low intensity war, engineered by no less a formidable foe than the United States government in the form of COINTELPRO.

Nothing better embodies the mission of the government to hide its 

bloody engagement with the Black power movement than to deny the immediate personal presence of the prisoners taken in those wars.  It is assisted , over the past three decades,  by scholars and politicians who have   shaped an agenda that imposes a limit on international law as it relates to detainees of war who fought solely for political objectives in the U.S.

It is no exaggeration that the Black power movement existed.  However, the U.S. government – presenting its self as the sole authority on the matter- seemingly subscribes to the notion that "smart bullets" killed all the major proponents of the movement and that all others were social criminals worthy of being locked-up, the keys thrown away, and the Geneva Convention ignored. This is hardly surprising.  To acknowledge the existence of U.S. political prisoners would be to confess to battlefields as local as New York City or Los Angeles, California.  It would also mean that the government would be subject to a full disclosure audit.  It is extremely difficult to place this issue in international perspective without the U.S. government implicating itself as a war criminal.

Imagine what would occur if the profiles of U.S. political prisoners became more visible to the U.S. public.    It would in turn make the government’s brutality against its own citizens less remote.  The time is now to uncover or better yet to discover the political prisoners in this country who are, by nature of their trial and imprisonment, still stigmatized by the government, by Federal and State Prisons.

Indeed the government will cling to its national case of selective amnesia, and with no loss of its patriotic innocence, deny even having gone to war with the so-called Black Terrorist in America, much less having taken them prisoners. They never will.

Perhaps the vastness of the U.S. complicity in the organized attempt to eliminate the revolutionaries of the 1970’s is the reason for the government's silence.   But nothing will come out of this except disappointment and delay if the people who know remain silent.
“International norms and principles for the treatment of national minorities have become a part of international law through treaties and membership in the United Nations and hence part of the laws of all States.” Dr. Y. N. Kly, International Law and the Black Minority in the United States.










Among the international documents which guarantee the right to self-determination and protection of those who fight to exercise the right are:

1949 Geneva Concention

1977, Protocol I (to 1949 Geneva Convention)

1/29/87 Protocol II (to the 1949 Geneva Convention) Universal Declaration of HumanRights,

Gen. Assembly Resolution No. 217 (III), Dec. 10, 1948

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 78 U.N.T.S. 277

International 'Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966

IN CONCLUSION, we reiterate the proposed resolution and express our deepest appreciation for your time and attention.
WE PROPOSE 

That the 2006 Global Pan-African Reparations Conference support broad popular education regarding the existence of U.S. political prisoners, related international law, and their integration into its framework for discussion and analysis so that the domestic and international implications of the struggle of the descendants of Africans enslaved in the United States is fully recognized; particularly, as it relates to the issue of political incarceration and exile of human rights activists and Freedom Fighters.

That the 2006 Global Pan-African Reparations Conference resolve to publicly support formation of a 'Truth and Reconciliation' Commission whose purpose would be to provide relief to the victims of U.S. human rights violations, particularly political prisoners, prisoners of war and political exiles.

 

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Orignally prepared by Dr. Mutulu Shakur, to Tear Down the Walls, for The International Human Rights Conference on Winning Amnesty for U.S. Political Prisoners and Prisoners of Wars (POWs), Havana, Cuba, February, 2002.  It was revised and submitted by Dr. Mutulu Shakur and Gibran Ali to the National Council For Black Studies, March 22, 2003, on behalf of all U.S. political prisoners, prisoners of war, and political exiles.

 

Pan-African Reparations Conference, University of Accra, Accra, Ghana This Proposal was edited and presented by Efia Nwangaza, Esquire, at the 2006 Global, West Africa, July 22, 2006 through August 3, 2006.  The Proposal, broad popularization of existence and legal standing of U.S. political prisoners and support of the establishment of a “Truth and Reconciliation” structure and process to obtain amnesty and freedom, was adopted unanimously.  Attorney Nwangaza was a member of the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee Atlanta Project (SNCC-ATL) which promulgated the theoretical underpinnings of the 1960’s Black Power Movement, popularized by Kwame Ture, formerly known as Stokely Carmichael.  She is an organinzing and founding member of National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America (NCOBRA).  Attorney Nwangaza has served as past national co-chair of  NCOBRA’s International Commission, Litigation Commission Wealth and Poverty Working Group, and National Co-Chair of the Jericho Movement for Amnesty and Freedom of U.S. Political Prisoners, Prisoners of War, and Political Exiles.  Attorney Nwangaza is a founding member and serves on the National Steering Committees of Not In Our Name and United for Peace and Justice.  She is the founder and director of the Afrikan American Institute for Policy Studies & Planning and WMXP Community Radio, in Greenville, South Carolina.  This document has been edited only for linguistic clarity, readability, and relevance.

